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Now that we are one month into the year, how are you doing with the One Year
Bible? Are you reading every day? Do you want to? Be honest!

SCRIPTURE
Genesis 44:16-34 NLT

16 Judah answered, “Oh, my lord, what can we say to you? How can we
explain this? How can we prove our innocence? God is punishing us for our
sins. My lord, we have all returned to be your slaves—all of us, not just our
brother who had your cup in his sack.” 17 “No,” Joseph said. “I would never
do such a thing! Only the man who stole the cup will be my slave. The rest of
you may go back to your father in peace.” 18 Then Judah stepped forward
and said, “Please, my lord, let your servant say just one word to you. Please,
do not be angry with me, even though you are as powerful as Pharaoh himself.
19 “My lord, previously you asked us, your servants, ‘Do you have a father

or a brother? 20 And we responded, ‘Yes, my lord, we have a father who is
an old man, and his youngest son is a child of his old age. His full brother is
dead, and he alone is left of his mother’s children, and his father loves him
very much.’ 21 “And you said to us, ‘Bring him here so | can see him with my
own eyes.’ 22 But we said to you, ‘My lord, the boy cannot leave his father,
for his father would die.” 23 But you told us, ‘Unless your youngest brother
comes with you, you will never see my face again.’ 24 “So we returned to your
servant, our father, and told him what you had said. 25 Later, when he said,
‘Go back again and buy us more food,” 26 we replied, ‘We can’t go unless
you let our youngest brother go with us. We'll never get to see the man’s face
unless our youngest brother is with us.” 27 “Then my father said to us, ‘As

you know, my wife had two sons, 28 and one of them went away and never
returned. Doubtless he was torn to pieces by some wild animal. | have never
seen him since. 29 Now if you take his brother away from me, and any harm
comes to him, you will send this grieving, white-haired man to his grave.’ 30
“And now, my lord, | cannot go back to my father without the boy. Our father’s
life is bound up in the boy’s life. 31 If he sees that the boy is not with us, our
father will die. We, your servants, will indeed be responsible for sending that
grieving, white-haired man to his grave. 32 My lord, | guaranteed to my father
that | would take care of the boy. | told him, ‘If | don’t bring him back to you, |
will bear the blame forever.” 33 “So please, my lord, let me stay here as a slave
instead of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. 34 For how can |
return to my father if the boy is not with me? | couldn’t bear to see the anguish
this would cause my father!”

Genesis 45:3-10 NLT

3 “l am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers were speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was
standing there in front of them. 4 “Please, come closer,” he said to them.

So they came closer. And he said again, “| am Joseph, your brother, whom
you sold into slavery in Egypt. 5 But don’t be upset, and don’t be angry with
yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me here ahead
of you to preserve your lives. 6 This famine that has ravaged the land for two
years will last five more years, and there will be neither plowing nor harvesting.
7 God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to
preserve many survivors. 8 So it was God who sent me here, not you! And he
is the one who made me an adviser to Pharaoh—the manager of his entire
palace and the governor of all Egypt. 9 “Now hurry back to my father and

tell him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me master over
all the land of Egypt. So come down to me immediately! 10 You can live in
the region of Goshen, where you can be near me with all your children and
grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and everything you own.

BE

When you read the Bible, what is your usual
routine?

Do you ever ask yourself, God, or others,
questions that you have about what you are
reading? What types of questions do you ask?

Read Genesis 44:16-34 NLT. Ask these what
questions: What happened in this passage?
What does this passage teach me about God
and humans? What did | notice about this
passage? What stands out to me? What is the
bigger story here—where do | see Jesus?

Read Genesis 44:16-34 NLT. Ask these what
now questions: What difference does this
passage make in my life? What am | going to
do now in response to what | just read?

Read Genesis 45:3-10 NLT. Ask the what and
what now questions.

Where or when has reading God’s word
transformed you? Where or when in your life
do you still need some transforming?

DO

For ministry time, begin by thanking the Lord
for His rule and reign here on the earth as

it is in Heaven. Welcome Him to bring His
Kingdom right where you are.

Next, ask Holy Spirit to reveal to each person
if there are any places of unforgiveness that
He wants to address. Spend time with the
Lord releasing and forgiving.

Finally, invite the Spirit to transform you
through the Word. Spend time ministering to
one another as prophetic words come up.

Conclude with thanksgiving!

TRANSFORMED BY TRUTH
JULIE YODER
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